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Skelton was good at this sort of personal insult,
though he himself did not welcome it from other people.
He and Christopher Garnesche, Chamberlain to Henry
VIII, had a long wordy warfare, partly because Henry
was amused by their angry cursings and partly because
they really were angry. This is an extract from
Skelton's contribution:

When ye were younger of age

Ye were a kitchen-page,

A dish-washer, a drivell^

In the pot your nose did snivell;

Ye fried and ye broiled.

Ye roasted, and ye boiled,

Ye roasted, like afon,*

A goose with the feet upon ;

Ye sluffered3 up souce*

In my Lady Brewes's house.

Whereto should I write

Of such a greasy knight ?

A bawdy dish-clout

That bringeth the world about

With hafting* and with polling*

With lying and controlling.

These " tattered and jagged " rhymes, as Skelton
called them, were immensely popular with the man in
the street. " Many of them," an anonymous writer has
said, " were never committed to print, but learned by
heart by hundreds, repeated in the roadside alehouse
or at the market-cross on fair days, when dealer and

-1 Drudge. 2 FooL * Gobbled up noisily. * Tripe. 5 Lying.
* Deceiving.